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Introduction

The Doon Library & Research Centre maintained its progress during the
second full year of its functioning. The Library has come to be recognised as
an important resource by the citizens of Dehradun and is being patronised
by an increasing number of persons. The collection of books continued to
grow and by the end of March 2009 the library had acquired 7709 volumes.
At the end of March 2008 the number of books in the library was 4385. Thus
a total of 3324 books were added during the year as compared to 2229
during the previous year. The membership of the library also continued to
grow. At the end of the year it was 223, as compared to only 54 at the end
of last year. The library collection also includes some books donated by some
well-wishers. The Book Selection Committee met periodically to select books
for the library.
The popularity of the library can be gauged from the fact that it attracted a
steady stream of readers throughout the day. The library maintains two
reading rooms: one for newspapers and periodicals and one for books and
journals. The former is open from 8 AM to 8 PM on all days, and the latter is
open from 10 AM to 5 PM on all working days. Both the reading rooms were
very well used. A number of young people, who were either doing research in
social science subjects or preparing for various competitive examinations,
were regular users of the library, including the reading room.
Apart from books the library also started a modest collection of DVDs of films on Himalayas and other subjects.
The most significant acquisition was the full set of 18
DVDs (premium edition) of the Shyam Benegal directed
"Bharat Ek Khoj" based on Jawaharlal Nehru's Discovery of
India from Doordarshan.
Some urgent renovation and minor construction works
were also undertaken during the year to
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overcome space constraints that we had started facing and to improve
facilities for readers and library staff. The most important of these were
glazing of the front entrance verandah and shifting the reading room for
newspapers and magazines to the new space and closing the open front
and rear entrances of the reading room for books and magazines with glass
doors in order to shut out noise from other parts of the library.

Two cabins for the Director and the Advisor were also provided in the front
and rear verandahs by partitioning off one end. While these minor additions
and renovations did help to ease the situation to some extent, constraint of
space continued to pose a serious problem. As the number of books, members
and readers continues to grow the pressure on the limited space that we
have also increases.
We were also able to develop our website - www.doonlibrary.org - during the
current year. In addition to providing all relevant information about the
institution, a unique feature of the website is that it also contains the complete
catalogue of library holdings which enables any user with access to internet
to search for books online.We also post new additions to the library periodically.
We have received positive feedback about the website.
Apart from stocking books and subscribing to journals, periodicals and
newspapers for the benefit of its members and readers, the Doon Library &
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Research Centre also organised a number of other activities in order to
connect with the citizens of Dehradun. Our endeavour was to make the
library a living institution in regular contact and dialogue with its members
and the general public. The initiatives started during the year included
organising seminars and discussions, a literary event, talks and presentations
and publication of a newsletter. All these activities had been recommended
by the Research Advisory Committee, which are highlighted later in this
report. The details of these new initiatives are given below.
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Seminars and Discussions

2.1

The Doon Library & Research Centre, in collaboration with Penguin
Books India and Yatra Books (the Hindi arm of Penguin India)
organised a highly successful literary festival Mountain Echos on May
2-3, 2008. The festival featured readings in Hindi and English of a
short story by Ruskin Bond followed by an interactive session with the
famous writer, launch of the Hindi translation of Navtej Sarna's novel
We Were Not Lovers Like That (Hum Yun Ashna na The), and readings
from the book in English (by Navtej Sarna) and Hindi on the evening
of May 2. On May 3, there were discussions with Vidya Sagar
Nautiyal, Jasjeet Singh and Ira Pande on their works conducted by
Hammad Faruqui, Neeta Gupta and Pushpesh Pant respectively,
poetry reading by Vicky Arora and a panel discussion among Himanshu
Joshi, Hari Datt Bhatt 'Sailesh' and Sunil Pant. The programme was open
to the public and was very well attended and appreciated.

2.2

A brainstorming on Higher Education in Uttarakhand was organised
in November in which educationists, university and college teachers
and other concerned individuals participated. The participants
expressed their concern on the state of higher education in the State
and felt that urgent remedial measures need to be taken. There was
also a general consensus that a seminar on the subject should be
organised by the Doon Library & Research Centre sometime later.
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Talks and PPresentations
resentations

The Doon library & Research Centre initiated a programme of public talks
and presentations by well-known and knowledgeable persons on subjects of
topical and contemporary relevance. Beginning on October 20, 2008 six
such talks and presentations had been held till the end of March 2009.

October 20, 2008

Climate Change
Prof A N Purohit
Eminent Scientist
Former Vice Chancellor, HNB Garhwal University

November 29, 2008

Conservation of Rivers of Uttarakhand
Dr Ravi Chopra
Director People's Science Institute, Dehradun

January 29, 2009

Climate Change and Himalayas
Prof S P Singh
Former Vice Chancellor, HNB Garhwal University

February 25, 2009

Communication and Education through FFolk
olk
Media of PPuppetry
uppetry
Shri Ram Lal
Well-known puppeteer

February 28, 2009

Global Economic Crisis and its Impact on
India
Dr B K Joshi
Director, Doon Library & Research Centre
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March 28, 2009

Himalaya Darshan - A TTalk
alk and Slide Show
Shri Threesh Kapoor
Chairman, Uttaranchal Gramin Bank
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Newsletter

Another initiative taken during the year was publication of a bilingual (Hindi
& English) quarterly newsletter, Himadri. The first issue of the newsletter was
published in January 2009. The newsletter provides information about the
library and its activities undertaken. Also included are reactions from our
members. The newsletter is distributed to all members and individuals and
institutions on our mailing list. It is also available on our website.
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Exhibition and Sale of Books by National Book TTrust
rust

On our invitation the National Book Trust organised an exhibition and sale of
their publications during November 13-17, 2008 in the library premises. The
exhibition was inaugurated by Shri Keshav Desiraju, Principal Secretary to
Government of Uttarakhand in the Department of Medical, Health & Family
Welfare and AYUSH.

The exhibition attracted a large number of visitors and also notched up fairly
healthy sales. The NBT expressed an interest in organising the exhibition and
sale on a regular basis.
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Children's Day

We continued the tradition started last year of celebrating Children's Day on
November 14 with the children of the Government Upper Primary School,
Parade Ground located adjacent to the library.

As in the past we organised various activities like games and quiz competitions
for children of different classes and awarded prizes to first, second and third
place winners.Light refreshments were served to all children and we also
presented books for the school library. The children put up an impromptu
programme of songs, dances etc. on the occasion.
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Research Advisory Committee Meeting

A meeting of the Research Advisory Committee was held on September 6, 2008.
Some important recommendations of the Committee were:

7.1

Library
The library should be developed as (i)a reference library in social
sciences with special emphasis on Himalayas and (ii) as a public
library.
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Interaction with other libraries in Dehradun and elsewhere, and
networking among libraries should be explored.
The library could initiate a documentation service, indexing of articles
on specific topics, and publication of an Abstract or Digest on
Mountain Studies on a regular basis.
Documentation of information about other libraries in Uttarakhand,
including private collections and collections in government rest
houses, should be taken up.
The library should not just be a repository for books; it should
become a vibrant living institution by organizing regular activities like
book-readings, talks, discussions etc.

7.2

Research Centre
The Research Centre should undertake studies based broadly on the
Himalaya. It would be best to have research conducted by awarding
fellowships for short durations and by commissioning studies.
Two Research Fellowships, one of Rs 75,000 per month and the other
of Rs 40,000 per month, should be awarded.
A national seminar on a subject related to the Himalayas from a
social science or humanities perspective (Bhagirathi Seminar) and
lecture by an eminent scholar or person on a similar theme (Nanda
Devi Lecture) should be organized annually.
The proposal of commissioning books on social, political, economic
and cultural developments since the third quarter of the 19th century
found wide support.
The feasibility of starting a research journal should be explored. It
should have an independent editorial board and all papers accepted
for publication should be refereed.

8

A quarterly newsletter should be started.
Themes suggested for research studies and
fellowships
Development Atlas of Uttarakhand
Human Development Report for Uttarakhand
Compilation of state-level data on socio-economic
variables and natural resources
Directory of data sources on Uttarakhand
Agricultural systems of Uttarakhand
Out migration in the context of Uttarakhand
Status of women, dalits and other marginalized groups
(e.g., gujars) in Uttarakhand
Social structure and social stratification in Uttarakhand
Folk culture of Uttarakhand
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Seminars, W
orkshops and Conferences Attended
Workshops

8.1

Dr B K Joshi, Director
Main Speaker at a session in the seminar on "Higher Education and
Empowerment of Women" organised by MKP Post Graduate College,
Dehradun on March 16-17, 2009
Presided over a session in the Seminar on "Higher Education and
Inculcation of Values among students" organised by the DAV PG
College, Dehradun on March 23-24, 2009
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8.2

Shri Rajen Brijnath, Advisor
Participated in the Indian Society of Applied Behavioural Science
Summer Event 2008
Participated in the Indian Society of Applied Behavioural Science
Winter Event 2008
Ran a Training Programme for teachers of YPS Mohali
Ran a Training Programme for teachers of YPS Patiala

8.3

Dr Manoj Panjani, Research Associate
Participated in a seminar on "Higher Education and Empowerment of
Women" organised by MKP Post Graduate College, Dehradun in
March 2009
Participated in a seminar on "History of Indian Painting" organised by
MKP Post Graduate College, Dehradun in March 2009
Participated in a seminar on "Environment" organised by MKP Post
Graduate College, Dehradun in April 2009
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Membership of Committees, Commissions and
Professional Bodies

9.1

Dr B K Joshi, Director
Task Force 4 on Local Government of the Commission on CentreState Relations, Government of India
Fee Structure Committee for technical courses run by technical
institutions in the state appointed by the Government of Uttarakhand
in fulfillment of the decision of the Hon'ble Supreme Court
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Steering Committee of the IFAD supported Uttarakhand Livelihood
Improvement Project
Executive Committee, Uttarakhand Education for All Project
Academic Council of the Dev Sanskriti University, Hardwar
President, Latika Roy Memorial Foundation, Dehradun
Trustee, SAMARTHAN: Support Organization, Bhopal
Director, UPTEC Computer Consultancy, Lucknow
Member, Executive Committee, Paryavaran Shiksha Sansthan,
Uttarakhand Sewa Nidhi, Almora
Member, Executive Committee and Dean Research, Peoples Science
Institute, Dehradun
Vice-President, Centre for Environmental Development and Research
(CEDAR), New Delhi

9.2

Shri Rajen Brijnath, Advisor
Life Member & Professional Member, Indian Society of Applied
Behavioural Science
Life Member, Friends of the Doon Society
Life Member, Citizens Action Group
Life Member, Doon Citizens Association
Life Member, Indian Society of Training and Development
Life Member, HRD Network
Life Member, Indian Humanist Union
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9.3

Shri K C Saxena, Librarian
Member, Book Selection Committee for Public Libraries nominated by
the Directorate of School Education, Government of Uttarakhand,
under a programme of the Raja Rammohan Roy Foundation, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India
Member, State Level Screening Committee, Uttarakhand State
Archives
President, educational & Management Committee, Rajkiya Kanya
Purva Madhiyamik Vidayaliya, Parade Ground , Dehradun
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Accounts

The audited accounts of the Doon Library & Research Centre for the year
2008-09 consisting of the balance sheet, income and expenditure account,
audit report and other details are given in Annexure C. According to the
income and expenditure account the total income during the year was Rs
45.94 lakhs. The bulk of this (Rs 44.81 lakhs) was on account of interest on
the corpus of Rs 5 crores which was invested in fixed deposits in the State
Bank of India (Rs 3.20 crores) and Uttaranchal Gramin Bank (Rs 1.80
crores). The total expenditure during the year was Rs 49.73 lakhs. Thus the
expenditure exceeded the income during the year by Rs 3.79 lakhs. This was
met out of the opening balance of Rs 5.29 lakhs brought forward from the
previous year. As a result the balance of Rs 1.50 lakhs was transferred to the
General Fund.
The following were the major items of expenditure during the year:
Item

Amount (Rs lakhs)

PPer
er cent

1

Books & Journals

15.48

31.1

2

Salary & Wages

10.08

20.3
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3

Office expenses

9.94*

20.0

4

Furniture & Fixtures

3.07

6.2

5

Honorarium

2.78

5.6

6

Building Repairs

2.47

5.0

7

Computer hardware

1.93

3.9

8

Seminars & Workshops

1.08

2.2

46.83

94.3

Total

*Includes the following major items of expenditure:
Rs 2.75 lakhs on repairs and additions e.g. works to prevent water logging, enclosing the front
verandah to provide space for a reading room, building cabins, providing shelving and glass
panel doors in the inside reading room to reduce noise
Rs 2.13 lakhs on subscription of journals
Rs 1.74 lakhs on printing and stationery (mainly printing of the newsletters and annual report)
Rs 0.58 lakhs on audit fees
Rs 0.48 lakhs on professional charges
Rs 0.21 lakhs on newspapers and magazines.
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ANNEXURE A

Governing Body

Shri S K Das IAS

Chairman

Chief Secretary
Government of Uttarakhand

(Till 11.08.2008)

Shri I K Pande IAS

Chairman

Chief Secretary
Government of Uttarakhand

(From 12.08.2008)

Shri Vijendra Paul IAS
Principal Secretary Higher Education

Member

Government of Uttarakhand
Shri Alok Kumar Jain IAS

Member

Principal Secretary Finance
Government of Uttarakhand
Dr Rakesh Kumar IAS

Member

Secretary School Education
Government of Uttarakhand
Ms Radha Raturi IAS
Secretary Planning

Member

Government of Uttarakhand
Dr B K Joshi
Former Vice Chancellor, Kumaon University
Director, Doon Library & Research Centre
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Member

ANNEXURE B

People

Dr B K Joshi

Director

Shri Rajen Brijnath

Advisor

Shri Chandra Shekhar Tiwari

Research Associate

Dr Manoj Panjani

Research Associate

Shri K C Saxena

Librarian

Shri Hem Singh Dariyal

Assistant Librarian

Ms Yogita Thapliyal

Accountant

Shri Jagdish Singh Mahar

Clerk

Ms Meenakshi Kukreti

Data Entry Operator-cum-Clerk

Ms Suman Bhardwaj

Documentation cum Library Assistant

Shri Naveen Kumar Dobriyal

Library Attendant-cum-Office Help

Ms Geetanjali Bhatt

Account Assistant

Shri Khushi Ram

Library Assistant

Shri Gama Chand

Chowkidar

Shri Madan Singh

Chowkidar

Shri Vijay Bahadur

Gardener (Part-time)
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ANNEXURE C

Audited Accounts 2008-09
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