DOON LIBRARY
& Research Centre

Annual Repor t
DOON LIBRARY
& Research Centre

21 Parade Ground, Dehradun 248001
Phone 2711485; Fax 2713065; doonlib@yahoo.co.in

2007 - 2008

1

1

Introduction

The Doon Library and Research Centre completed its first full year of operation in 2007-08. The progress made during the year has been very satisfactory. The emphasis during the year was on laying the foundation for building
a good library that would serve the twin goals of being a depository of good
books and journals on social sciences and on Himalayan studies, and also
provide access to quality books in Hindi and English to the general readers.
The absence of a good public library is, unfortunately, a serious shortcoming
in a city known far and wide for its educational institutions and as the home
of many distinguished writers and an educated and cultured citizenry.
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The Library

The physical progress of the library can be gauged from the fact that at the
beginning of the year (April 1, 2007) the total number of volumes in the
library was 2156 and on March 31, 2008 it had reached 4385, an increase
of 2229. The library was also subscribing to over 50 journals in the field of
social sciences. A large number of books were purchased for the library
during the International Book Fair held in Delhi during February 2008. The
books acquired during the book fair have enriched the library collection in a
significant way. In order to accommodate the increase in the number of
books and journals additional furniture and fixtures like book-racks, journal
display racks, carrels for displaying new additions etc.were procured.
The membership rules of the library were finalized during the year. Once they
were approved by the Governing Body the work of enrolling members was
initiated. In the beginning the progress was a bit slow as only a few people
came forward to take membership since not many were aware of its existence
or the range of books and journals available for borrowing and consultation.
Advertisements were placed in the local papers to spread awareness about
the library. Gradually people started turning up to consult the library and also
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to become members. This also helped in spreading information and awareness about the library through word-of-mouth communication. The result was
that slowly, but surely, the membership of the library started increasing and at
the end of the year reached the figure of 54. Though admittedly not very
high, it nevertheless was a big improvement on the zero membership at the
beginning of the year. The book and painting exhibition organized between
November 12 and 14, 2007 (described below) played an important part in
attracting people to the library.

A significant development during the year was the computerization of the
library. Based on the recommendation of our Library Committee, which
evaluated a various available library software for their features, suitability for
our needs and cost-effectiveness, SOUL developed by INFLIBNET – a UGC
institution – was acquired. Computerization of all the holdings was undertaken by the existing library staff and completed in a short span of time. The
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user-friendly software simplifies book search by entering either author name
or title (part or whole) or keywords. It also has all library management
facilities like circulation information, record of overdue books etc. A server
and allied software like SQL server were also acquired to make SOUL
functional. All existing computers in the library have also been connected by
LAN.
The library has also taken a broadband internet connection. This has facilitated internet search of literature. It is being used especially by research
scholars who visit the library for their work.

With the continued increase in the number of books and membership of the
library the need was also felt for additional staff. Accordingly an Assistant
Librarian and a Library-cum-Documentation Assistant were appointed during
the year. Both the persons appointed to these positions are professionally
qualified and also possess computer skills. An attendant was also added to
the library staff.
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With the increase in the quantum of work the need was felt for regular staff
in the Accounts section. Accordingly an Accountant was appointed in
October 2007. The accounts were also computerized with the acquisition of
Tally 9.0.
The total staff strength in the library, including office and supporting staff,
stood at nine at the end of the year. A list of the staff members is given in
Appendix B.
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Other Activities

The activities of the Doon Library and Research Centre were not restricted to
acquisition of books and providing services to readers, though these were,
undoubtedly, the most important functions of the institution. It also tried to
reach out to the community at large by organizing, and/or participating in
other, related activities. Three such activities organized during the year
deserve special mention.
Exhibition of Books and Paintings
The library organized an exhibition of books on Himalayas and paintings by
local artists during November 12 – 14, 2007. The dates were chosen to
commemorate the seventh anniversary of the formation of the state of
Uttarakhand, on November 9, 2000. The exhibition was inaugurated by the
Chief Minister of Uttarakhand, Maj Gen (Retd) B C Khanduri. In his remarks on the occasion the Chief Minister appreciated the initiative taken by
the Doon Library and Research Centre in organizing the exhibition and
presenting before the people of the city such a wide selection of books on the
Himalayas and a select sample of paintings by local artists. The 42 paintings
exhibited on the occasion gave a glimpse of the great talent that existed in
the city. More than 500 books on Himalayas that were put on display were
from the library’s own collection. The Chief Minister praised the library for
building such an impressive collection. A large number of people visited the
exhibition, which was very well received by the citizens of Dehradun.
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Celebration of Childrens’ Day, 2007
The Library sponsored a Children’s Day programme on November 14 for
children of the Government Upper Primary School, Parade Ground situated
adjacent to the Library building. We organized painting, elocution, singing
and mehndi competitions for children of different classes and awarded prizes
to those adjudged first, second and third. We also presented 51 books for
the school library. The children presented a short impromptu programme of
songs and dances. Light refreshments were served to all children and teachers.
The children had a really enjoyable time.

Workshop on Civil Society and Administrative Reforms
In December 2007 the Doon Library, in collaboration with the Administrative
Reforms Commission, Uttarakhand organized a one-day workshop on
Administrative Reforms and the Role of Civil Society at Hotel Aketa, Rajpur
Road. Representatives of more than 20 NGOs from Uttarakhand were
invited. Presentations on the recommendations of the Administrative Reforms
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Commission were made by the Chairman of the ARC, Shri J C Pant and
Member Shri N C Sharma. Presentations were also made on the Ganga
Abhiyan and the pioneering work done by the Forest Department under the
leadership of Ms Jyotsna Sitling on cleaning the Nandadevi Biosphere
Reserve with peoples’ participation. The emphasis of the discussions during
the workshop was on involving the civil society organizations in holding
discussions on the recommendations of the ARC with the people at large
and creating an environment for meaningful administrative reforms, with
participation of the people, so as to serve the interests of the people of the
state.
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P articipation in Seminars, Conferences and
Training PPrr o g r a m m e s

Dr B K Joshi, Adviser, participated in the following seminars, conferences and
workshops.

•

Regional Round Table on Federalism for the Eastern and Northeastern Region organized by the Inter-State Council, Ministry of
Home Affairs, Government of India at Guwahati during June 12-13,
2007.
Made a presentation on “Autonomy (Functional and Fiscal) of Local
Bodies”.

•

Regional Round Table on Federalism for the Northern Region organized by the Inter-State Council, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India at Nainital during June 18-19, 2007.
Made a presentation on “Perspectives from the Region”.

•

Regional Round Table on Federalism for the Western Region organized by the Inter-State Council, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India at Goa during July 30-31, 2007.
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Made a presentation on “Maintenance of Economic Stability and
State Autonomy: Potential for Conflict at Policy and Administrative
Levels”.

•

Fourth International Conference on Federalism organized by the
Inter-State Council, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India in
association with the Forum of Federations, Canada at New Delhi
during November 4-6, 2007.

•

Also presented a case on “Financing of local governments in India”
based on his experience as a member of the Second State Finance
Commission, Uttarakhand in Theme 4 “Local Government in Federal
Systems”, Work Session 23.

•

National Seminar on “Population, Environment and Development in
Uttarakhand” organized by the International Institute of Population
Sciences, Mumbai at Dehradun. Took part in a a Panel Discussion
on March 18, 2008 and spoke on economic development in
Uttarakand. Also chaired a theme session.

A two-day training on using SOUL was organized at Dehradun during
August 12-13, 2007. The training was imparted by two representatives of
INFLIBNET – one from Ahmedabad and one from Delhi. All members of the
library and office staff attended the training.
Shri Hem Singh Dariyal, Assistant Librarian participated in a book exhibitioncum-sale organized by the HNB Garhwal University, Srinagar (Garhwal) on
behalf of the Doon Library and Research Centre.
He was also deputed to attend a training programme on SOUL at
INFLIBNET Centre, Ahmedabad from January 28-February 01, 2008.
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Membership of Committees, Commissions
and PProfessional
rofessional Bodies

Dr B K Joshi, Adviser:

•

Chairman, Eleventh Five Year Plan Formulation Committee, State
Planning Commission, Uttarakhand and concurrently Head of Fiscal
Policy Planning Analysis Cell, Department of Finance, Government of
Uttarakhand (till 31 July 2007)

•

Fee Structure Committee for technical courses run by technical
institutions in the state appointed by the Government of Uttarakhand
in fulfillment of the decision of the Hon’ble Supreme Court.

•

Academic Council of the Dev Sanskriti University, Hardwar

•

President, Latika Roy Memorial Foundation, Dehradun

•

Trustee, SAMARTHAN: Support Organization, Bhopal

•

Director, UPTEC Computer Consultancy, Lucknow

•

Member, Executive Committee, Paryavaran Shiksha Sansthan,
Uttarakhand Sewa Nidhi, Almora

•

Member, Executive Committee and Dean Research, Peoples Science
Institute, Dehradun

•

Vice-President, Centre for Environmental Development and Research
(CEDAR), New Delhi

Shri K C Saxena, Librarian:

•

Member, Book Selection Committee for Public Libraries nominated by
the Directorate of School Education, Government of Uttarakhand,
under a programme of the Raja Rammohan Roy Foundation, Ministry
of Human Resource Development, Government of India

•

Member, State Level Screening Committee, Uttarakhand State Archives
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Accounts

According to the audited accounts for the year 2007-08 total income of the
Doon Library and Research Centre during the year was Rs 45.66 lakhs. The
bulk of this (Rs 45.21 lakhs) was on account of interest on the corpus
invested in fixed deposits in the bank. It may be recalled that the corpus was
increased to Rs 5 crores at the end of last year. The expenditure during the
year was Rs 31.76 lakhs. As a result there was a surplus of income over
expenditure to the tune of Rs 13.895 lakhs at the end of the year. Out of this
amount Rs 7.05 lakhs has been transferred to an Asset Replacement Fund
and Rs 6.845 lakhs to the General Fund.
The following were the major items of expenditure during the year
Item
Books and Journals

Amount (Rs lakhs) Per cent
11.67

36.8

Salary and Wages

5.24

16.5

Furniture and Fixtures

4.87

15.4

Computer hardware

3.09

9.8

Office expenses

2.07

6.5

Honorarium

1.05

3.3

Computer software and peripherals

0.98

3.1

Photocopier-cum-Network printer

0.97

3.1

29.94

94.5

Total

The balance sheet, income and expenditure account, audit report and other
details are given in Annexure C.
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Annexure A
Members of the Governing Body
Shri S K Das IAS,

Chairman

Chief Secretary, Government of Uttarakhand
Shri Vijendra Paul IAS,
Principal Secretary Higher Education,

Member

Government of Uttarakhand
Shri Alok Kumar Jain IAS,

Member

Principal Secretary Finance,
Government of Uttarakhand
Shri D K Kotia IAS,
Secretary School Education,
Government of Uttarakhand

Member

Shri Amarendra Sinha IAS,
Secretary Planning,

Member

Government of Uttarakhand
Dr B K Joshi,
Former Vice Chancellor,Kumaon University
Adviser, Doon Library and Research Centre

Member
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Annexure B
Staff members as on 31.03.2008
Shri K C Saxena

Librarian

Shri Hem Singh Dariyal

Assistant Librarian

Ms Yogita Dabral

Accountant

Shri Jagdish Singh Mahar

Clerk

Ms Meenakshi Kukreti

Data Entry Operator-cum-Clerk

Shri Naveen Kumar Dobriyal

Library Attendant-cum-Office Help

Shri Gama Chand

Chowkidar

Shri Madan Singh

Chowkidar

Annexure C
AUDITED ACCOUNTS 2007-08
Audit Report
Statement of Particulars
Balance Sheet
Income and Expenditure Account
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